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HELLO EDITOR
Where have you guys been? 
I have been looking forward 
to grabbing a copy of the next 
edition of Explore Magazine. 
It’s my favourite. Waiting for 
the next edition with bathed 
breadth please 
Adekunle O.

IT’S IN THE DETAIL
Great job on the feature you did 
on Badagry in the last edition. 
It was well researched and 
informative. I am from Badagry 
myself, but I have never read 
so detailed a work on my town. 
I have learnt a great deal, far 
more than I know about the 
ancient city. Well done..
Sejiro James.

FRESH AIR
Explore travel mag is a breath of 
fresh air. I like the fact that your 
articles are informative and the 
pictures are rich. However, they 
are sections of the magazine 
that are not strictly related to 
travels. Granted that variety is 
the spice of life, I believe there 
is still many more aspects of 
travels that can be explored for 
the benefit of we the readers 
who love to travel.  Great job 
you guys are doing. I am 
looking forward to the next 
edition already.
Mrs Christiana Peters

CARIBBEAN DREAMS
Hello dear Publisher, my 
wedding comes up later this 
year and my fiancé and I 
have been making plans for a 
memorable honeymoon. The 
Caribbean has always been 
my dream. I wish you could 
do something on potential 
honeymoon destinations in 
the Caribbean for us to choose 
from. I will be so grateful for the 
head start
EMMA.

PLEASE IMPROVE
I stumbled on Explore Travel 
Magazine the last time I visited 
Lagos. I have been looking 
around my state, Enugu ever 
since, to see if I can get copies, 
but to no avail. Please improve 
on your distribution network to 
other states of Nigeria. Thank 
you. 
Chika, C. O 

THE
MAILBOX

“ I have 
never 
read so 

detailed a 
work on my 
town. I have 
learnt a great 
deal”

FROM THE

PUBLISHER
EDITOR IN CHIEF
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DUBAI
WHEN THE CITY OF 
BEAUTY AND ALLURE 
BECKONS...
SAY HELLO TO 

A hospitable people, an all year-round 
 sunshine, intriguing deserts, 

beauful beaches, luxurious hotels, 
magnificient shopping malls, fascinating 
heritage attractions and a thriving 
business community: Say hello to Dubai, a 
city in the United Arab Emirates renowned 
for luxury, beauty and business.
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“A 
cosmopolitan 
oasis and a 
futuristic 
cityscape
that towers
over the 
Arabian 
Desert.”

Even though it is today, one of the most visited    
cities in the world, the Authorities of the Dubai 
are unrelenting in the quest to further open up 
the city to the world.  Their next goal is clear: to 

simplify the process of entry into Dubai, and thus further 
open the city up for business and pleasure, for those who 
know how to do (and enjoy) them.  

In January 2016, the Dubai Tourism Board sponsored a 
highly privileged group of foreign journalists and 
publishers, one of whom is the Publisher of your darling 
Explore magazine- Onyinye Oduniyi, on a tour round 
some breathtaking sites across the city. She came back 
with tales from the fascinating city. 

It was indeed an amazing experience landing in Dubai 
again I was last there in 2015.

So, we arrived the Dubai International Airport just when 
the sun was bidding a goodbye to the day. The airport 
wasn’t so busy but had that standard that would make 
one really look forward to exploring.

We were soon taken to our hotel, from where we were 
immediately chau!eured to the Dubai shopping 

festival which was ongoing at the time, to experience 
the best of tourism.For the three days spent, we were 
shown the best of Dubai, from Jumeirah Al Qasar 
hotel reputed to be one of the costliest hotels in the 
world, to Burj Khalifah.

It was a beautiful experience being driven round the 
city in company with our host  Ahmed, who
enthusiastically revealed the many allures of the city 
and the plans of the government to within the next 
few months, turn it to the number one most visited 
city in the world.

Beyond it all, meeting the very hospital citizens and 
dwellers of the city made our experience, just like that 
of any visitor to the city, a more enjoyable one.

An average person from Dubai on interaction would 
be quick to proudly announce to you that their city is a 
cosmopolitan oasis and a futuristic cityscape that 
towers over the Arabian Desert. Impressive! But that 
assertion doesn’t even do justice to the enigma the 
city has developed to become in the last twenty years. 

COVER STORY || DUBAI



A world business hub, Dubai 
is one of the seven emirates 
that constitute the United Arab 
Emirates on the Persian Gulf. 
The history of the city dates 
back to over 3000 years ago 
when human activities were 
first recorded there. Even at 
the time, the city had started 
witnessing a generous dose of 
economic prosperity, helped by 
their prime location between 
the Mediterranean Sea and 
Indian Ocean. History has 
it that the people of what is 
today known as the UAE and 
Oman were deeply involved in 
what is known as mysterious 
bronze age Magan civilization. 
Magan ships were said to sail 
to Babylonia, Mesopotamia 
and beyond, trading copper 
from Oman and pearls from 
the mouth of Dubai creeks with 
heavyweights of the Bronze 
Age economy. Although the 
Magan civilization waned 
around 2000 BC, Dubai’s 
instinct for trade remained; 
the inhabitants, haven firmly 
established themselves 
as merchants of precious 
commodities.

The remarkable economic 
success of the city within 

a short spate of time soon 
attracted foreign interests, 
forcing a succession of battles 
among European powers like 
Portugal, France and lastly 
Britain, for the control of the 
city. When the Europeans 
finally left, the entrepreneurial 
acumen and management 
skills of the leaders and people 
of the city thrived, ensuring 
that Dubai grew from a fishing 
village inhabited in the 18th 
century by members of the 
Bani Yas tribe into the world’s 
prime choice for trade and 
investment. 

For many more years to 
follow, a series of international 
trade between Dubai and 
countries like India, Iran and 
Baluchistan, as well as former 
colonial masters in Europe, 
placed Dubai firmly as a 
world economic hub. The 
result is that there was an 
influx of people from both the 
neighbouring and more distant 
countries.

The international trade 
which flowed from Dubai’s 
cosmopolitan contracts 
was the basis for the rapidly 
increasing prosperity. This 

accordingly, gave the city an 
early start in development, 
before the beginning of the 
production of oil, a fortuitous 
discovery at a time of severe 
decline in the trade of other 
commodities.  

The meteoritic development 
of Dubai is due largely to the 
foresight of her rulers. The 
stabilizing influence of two 
exceptionally long rules is of 
great benefit to the city.  H 
H Sheik Saeed Bin Maktoum 
ruled the city between 1912 
and 1958 and was succeeded 
by his son, H H Sheik Rashid 
Bin Saeed al-Maktoum, as 
the Vice-President and Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of 
Dubai. Before his father’s death, 
he had held significant o!ces 
that helped him contribute to 
the running of the kingdom and 
gained wide experiences.  While 
many a men have contributed 
their knowledge, skills, talents, 
wealth and influence into 
making Dubai what it has now 
become, H H Sheik Rashid Bin 
Saeed al-Maktoum is credited to 
have harnessed this resources 
to build upon the dreams of his 
father and made Dubai the city 
of choice. He died in 1990 and 

has been succeeded by his son 
His Highness Sheik Mohammed 
bin Rashid al-Maktoum who 
supported by his brothers, is 
committed to continuing from 
where his father stopped. 
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“The 
meteoritic 

development 
of Dubai is 

due largely to 
the 

foresight of 
her rulers. 

The 
stabilizing 

influence of 
two 

exceptionally 
long rules is 

of great 
benefit to the 

city.”

DUBAI
SHORT HISTORY
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DUBAI
TODAY

T
oday, Dubai is an important tourist destination and port (Jebel Ali, 
constructed in the 1970s, has the largest man made harbor in the 
world), just as it is increasingly developing as a hub for service 
industries such as IT and finance with the new Dubai International 

Financial Centre (DIFC). What more is that the city has developed a fully 
justified reputation internationally as being a one of the most exciting and 
interesting place for business and vacationing. From duty free shopping, 
to sucking in of very natural soothing air at beaches, to desert safari, 5 
star dining that o!ers variety of cuisines from around the world, etc, Dubai 
has it all. It is home to the world’s largest dancing fountain; tallest building 
(Burj Khalifa); only 7-star hotel (the Burj al-Arab); largest artificial islands (the 
Palm Islands); and largest natural flower garden (the Miracle Garden). 

 Apart from the ease of doing business and of course, shopping, Dubai has 
many wonders to behold. We take a look at the famous must visit places 
in Dubai.

Standing at 828 metres 
above sea level, Burj 
Khalifa is the tallest 

building in the world. The 
Burj represents a union of art, 
engineering and heritage. It is 
home to thousands of o"ce 
spaces, 900 private residences, 
the 160-room Armani Hotel 
and at the top of it is the 
outdoor observation deck 
on the 124th floor. The most 
recent addition is TheTopSKY, 
a record-breaking observation 
deck on the 148th.

Even the journey upwards will 
entertain and educate you 
as you watch a multimedia 
presentation chronicling 
Dubai’s exotic history and 
the development of the Burj 
Khalifa.

After ascending 450 metres 
to the top observation deck in 
a high-speed lift, you will be 
greeted by the breathtaking, 
unobstructed 360-degree 
views of the city, seeing as 
far as the distant desert and 
ocean. Placed outside the 
balcony is a special digitally 
powered telescope to provide 
virtual time travel with real-
time views of the past and the 
future.

Burj Khalifa is one of the most 
visited attractions in the city, 
and deservedly so too.

Burj 
Khalifa

DUBAI
Fountain

Set on the 24-acre Burj Lake, the Dubai Fountain features water that jets as high as 450fts (140 
metres) which is equivalent to a 45-story building. It is 900ft (275 metres) long, has five and has 
five circles of varying sizes and two central arcs. As its name suggests, the fountain dances along 
to musics played. The aquatic wonder is one of the most breathtaking sites in Dubai. Containing 
over 6,600 WET superlights-the most advanced incandescent fountain lights available today, it 
also boasts of 25 colour projectors to create visual spectrum of over 1000 abstract attractions. 
The beam of light shinning upward from the fountain can be seen from over 20  miles away, 
and is visible from space, making it the brightest spot in the Middle East, and quite possibly, in the 
world.

Explore Burj Al Arab, the most exotic hotel in the city. The hotel’s distinctive sail-shaped 
silhouette has made it an iconic symbol of modern Dubai. Regarded as the world’s most 
luxurious hotel, the Burj Al Arab is one of the region’s most famous tourist landmarks. Built on 
a triangular man-made island, the billowing sail-like structure rises 321 meters above the sea 
and the hotel’s atrium lobby is the tallest in the world.  The Burj Al Arab sets a new standard for 
hospitality superlatives, including an underwater aquarium restaurant that you reach through a 
simulated submarine voyage, a fleet of Rolls-Royces on the forecourt and the famous helipad 
that has hosted numerous celebrity stunts. Where else will your Cappuccino be sprinkled with 
gold dust? 

Burj 
Al Arab
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Dubai
Aquarium
Another reason why you should visit Dubai, if for nothing else, is to 
say hello to the exotic marine life at the Dubai Aquarium. The 10 
million-litre tank at the Dubai Aquarium is one of the largest in the 
world, containing more than 33,000 aquatic animals and the largest 
collection of sand tiger sharks anywhere. 

Rising to the third floor of The Dubai Mall, the aquarium is home 
to 140 species of sea life and has several ways to experience 
underwater life, starting with a stroll through a 48-metre, walk-
through tunnel. It’s a complete fish-eye view, with sand tiger sharks 
and stingrays swimming overhead. It feels like being live under the 
ocean. But it even gets realer from here. 

You can take your experience further by taking a glass-bottom boat 
tour, get wet in a snorkeling cage and even don an oxygen tank to 
go swimming with the sharks.

A
ll these can be 
explored with the 
assurance that 
your security is 

guaranteed. Dubai is one of 
the safest places in the world. 
So enjoy walking, shopping, 
mingling and relaxing, 
knowing that you will not be 
robbed or assaulted.

Interestingly, English is widely 
spoken and written in Dubai. I 
was impressed that compared 
to the last time I went visiting, 
the authorities have gone  a 
step further to ensure that  
foreigners who speak English 
have no trouble making their 
way around  the city. All 
restaurant menus, road signs 
and other information are 
presented in both English and 
Arabic. . Many tour operators 
and travel professionals will 
also be able to o!er services 
to French, Russian and 
German speaking visitors.

What more? The weather is 
wonderful, close to Nigeria’s 
dry season weather for 8 
months of the year. Dubai 
has a warm, sunny climate 
that is ideal for tourism, with 
mild temperatures for most 
of the year and a low rainfall. 
Summer temperatures in July 
and August can reach highs 
of around 45ºC (113ºF) with 
high humidity. Weather-wise, 
this may be the least good 
time to visit Dubai. However, 
Dubai is well geared up 
for high temperatures, and 
public transport, shopping 
malls, hotels, restaurants and 
visitor attractions are all air 
conditioned.

Dubai also has great golf 
courses for those who can 
a!ord them. Ok, I wasn’t 
there, but I know. Many of the 
biggest names in world sports 
attend major tournaments 
in the city every year (horse 

racing, golf, tennis etc) and 
most of the world’s best 
known music brands now 
have Dubai on ‘the tour’ While 
in Dubai. 

These are perhaps the 
reasons why people from all 
over the world throng the city 
every year for one thing or 
the other.  In truth, this was 
the aim from the start, when 
about 50 years ago, the city 
was conceptualized. 

TOP10FACTS:

DUBAI
1. Dubai is the city with the 
most rapid changes in the world.

2. Dubai is building a 
50,000,000 square foot climate-
controlled indoor city from scratch. 
When completed, air conditioners 
will be everywhere, both in and 
outside house for the comfort of 
inhabitants/visitors

3. Wild animals are common 
sites in Dubai. You could see a tiger 
on a passenger car driving beside 
you.

4. Dubai has over 900 
finished high rise building, and the 
number is rapidly increasing.

5. Despite being an oil-rich 
city, sales of oil constitutes only 
6% of Dubai’s economy. The local 
economy is, mainly based on real 
estate and tourism.

6. Foreigners makeup about 
85% of Dubai population. Most 
expats come from India, Pakistan 
and Bangladesh in search of well-
paying jobs.

7. In Dubai, robots take part 
in the multimillion dollar camel 
racing tournament. The price for 
camel racing ranges from 300 to 
10,000 USD. Compared to people, 
they are lighter and more flexible.

8. The Burj Al Arab uses 
enough gold inside to cover 46,265 
Mona Lisa paintings.

9. 16-39% of the famous Burj 
Al Arab hotel is uninhabitable and 
completely ‘wasted’ space. A night 
stay is a royal suit of the Burj Al 
Arab hotel is priced at 20,000 USD, 
an amount su"cient enough to 
visit several countries.

10. In 1968, there were only 
13 cars in Dubai. Today, the tra"c 
in the city is so dense that they 
have to build double Decker roads 
to take the vehicles



Although Dubai is well known as a shopper’s paradise, you can 
enjoy various forms of festivals every month of the year in the 
city.

In January, the month-long Dubai Shopping festivals take 
centre stage. The month is particularly good for bargain 
hunters. Right through January, over two million visitors flock 
to Dubai for the yearly festival, which seems to involve every 
shop in the city, with concerts, children’s entertainment, 
firework shows and other events o!ering a welcome break 
from the city-wide shopping frenzy.

 Next on the list is the Dubai Jazz Festival. This annual festival 
is held at Dubai Media City and appeals to many tourists who 
have enjoyed the engaging line ups in the past.

Other festivals to participate in and catch fun to the fullest 
include the Dubai Marathon; a charitable funding event 
which allows one to take part for a small fee with the chance 
of winning hefty cash prize; Dubai Tennis Championship 
for tennis lovers; an annual art fair called the Art Dubai Fair; 
festival of taste; the Dubai International Film Festival, amongst 
others.
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DUBAI
SHOPPING FESTIVAL

DUBAI
IN PICTURES
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EARN MORE MONEY
Earning more money could mean either selling stuff that you 
don’t really need again, or taking up extra jobs. For the former, 
saving money to travel might mean surfing the house to see 
shoes that have become tight, dresses that have become 
unfit, electronics that have been lying in the shelve for months 
gathering dusts, or furniture that have outlived their usefulness. 
Put them up for sale, and make some cool cash out of them. 
Then you may want to consider putting some skills into use to 
make extra money. How about taking up part-time jobs? 
Opportunities for online businesses are limitless. Edit books, 
design 
websites, write contents, and engage in affiliate marketing 
amongst others. These are ways to make extra money without 
necessarily leaving your full time job.

BUDGET
Make a budget and stick to it. Most people find it hard making budgets, and harder sticking 
to them. If you are indeed determined to embark on that trip, you have got to make a budget, 
review it, fine-tune it, and most importantly stick to it. The secret is that a budget helps you 
to put the cost of your travel in perspective. Merely imagining the cost of visiting a dream 
destination can be scary. But a budget gives you a clearer picture of real cost and helps you 
find less costly alternatives to pricey items on the list. 
However, travel budgeting is just a part of the whole. Learn to make periodic budgets of your 
entire finances. This way, you are able to allocate limited resources to your priority items, one 
of which is travelling.

REDUCE YOUR EXPENSES
As much as possible, cut down on your expenses. Economists tell us that 
resources are scarce and cannot adequately take care of all our wants at the 
same time. This explains the wisdom in spending only on what you need and 
not all that you want. In a bid to travel without becoming indebted, consider 
cutting out all expenses that are not indispensable to your livelihood. 
This is just so you are able to save some money to fund your travel. That 
means saying no to an extra bottle of beer at nigh-outs, suspending gym 
membership, impulsive shopping, the list is endless. It may not seem like 
a lot at the beginning. But those with discipline and consistency, you would 
have saved a lot to partly fund that your dream travel.

SIX
WAYS TO EMBARK OF YOUR DREAM 
VACATION WITHOUT GETTING INTO

DEBT
Travelling is fun. Everyone, or at least almost everyone loves to travel. Who doesn’t dream of visiting the Bhuj 
Khalifa of Dubai? Or the Iceland’s beautiful geothermal Blue Lagoon, enjoying the sunsets on the beaches of Brazil, 
the tasty dishes in Jamaica, the architecture and music of Portugal, the art and food of Spain or the festivals of 
Calabar? But interestingly, more than half of human race fail to fulfill their travel dreams before the end of their 
lives. 

There are many reasons for this. But one is universal: money.
Mathew Kepnes, a writer for a travel blog, www.thoughcatalog.com writes “ I recently asked subscribers of my 
newsletter about the number one thing that holds them back from traveling. The near consensus answer? Money.
This is something I hear from everyone I talk to. “Matt, I simply don’t have enough money to travel.”
This problem and how to overcome it is probably my most asked question. Since this question comes up so often, I 
like to constantly remind people of this fact: You do not need to be rich to travel.

Granted money is involved in travelling, sometimes lots of it, we try to examine six ways by which you can embark 
on that dream journey without necessarily getting into debt.  



DIAMOND
IN THE

ROUGH

B
RAVING THE ODDS TO ABANDON A WELL PAYING JOB IN THE CORPORATE WORLD 
AND DELVING INTO THE GROSSLY UNPOPULAR AND UNDER-REWARDING (ATLEAST 
IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD) TOURISM INDUSTRY, TOURISM ENTREPRENEUR AND 
BLOGGER, MICHAEL BALOGUN EARNS A PLACE AS EXPLORE’S DIAMOND IN THE ROUGH 
PERSONALITY.

Micheal, a very inquisitive young boy was among the millions of children 
who sat glued to their black and white television sets whenever the 
famed hero series- Robin Hood was being aired back in the 80s and early 
90s on Nigeria Television stations. Week in week out, he savoured the 
show with puerile fascination and secretly wished to someday grow up 
to be like Robin Hood, even though deep down, he knew that the heroic 
displays and awesome settings were nothing but a fiction. 

As an adult in 2003, travelling for the first time to the United Kingdom, 
he naturally made the Robin Hood Castle inside the Nottingham Castle 
his first port of call, and was fascinated by what he saw. The Castle, the 
dungeons all existed in real life! Robin Hood wasn’t just a fiction after all.

He thought that If the Robin Hood Castle indeed existed, then other 
‘surreal’ creatures and monuments he saw on television must exist too. 
He therefore decided to take a tour of London to see the city first hand.  

The London experience ignited a passion in Michael; a passion that laid 
hibernated until it found expression starting five years ago.

“Everywhere in London is a tourist haven as there are several sights to 
see. I’m an outdoor person and I love to explore, so I thought to myself 
that if hospitality could thrive this big in London, then it can as well thrive 
in my country with its size and several beautiful sights. I decided I would 
replicate everything I saw in the UK in my home country Nigeria. We must 
tell the Nigerian story. As long as we don’t tell our story, strangers will 
distort it for us.

Leaving my well-paying job for tourism was unavoidable. The longer 
I stayed at my job, the more irritated I got, because I knew tourism 
was what my heart wanted. Tourism for me is working and having fun 
at the same time. Getting to meet people from other countries and 
learning about things directly from the citizens of the country is fun for 
me- breaking grounds and discovering new places that are yet to be 
discovered and sharing information with people in Nigeria and all over 
the world.”

Michael Balogun’s passion has begun to pay off, with many accolades 
and sponsorships following in quick succession. In 2015, his tour2nigeria 
company won a N100,000 cash prize at ignite contest for business 
startups in Nigeria. 

Months later, a bigger reward yet followed his hard work as he got 
selected by the Tony Elumelu Entrepreneurship Project (TEEP) as one of 
the 10,000 best business ideas in Africa. The selection came with a 5,000 
USD reward and another potential 5,000 USD if he advances in the project.

With honours like these coming from home and abroad, its only a matter 
of time before Michael Balogun blossoms to become one of Nigeria’s and 
indeed Africa’s most celebrated tourism entrepreneurs
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6LEARN THE 
LANGUAGE
If you are going to be staying 
at that travel destination for a 
while, give yourself a head start 
by leaning some common 
phrases and sentences of 
the language of your host 
community. Secret is, natives 
are always thrilled seeing 
foreigners or people from other 
ethnic affiliations speak their 
languages. In Nigeria, people 
from other parts of the country 
who speak hausa language 
in a Northern state are often 
givenspecial treatments 
and get items sold to them 
at cheaper prices. Learning 
the language of your host 
offers two major advantages. 
While you are able to 
quickly develop friendships 
with locals, you are also 
guaranteed of getting items 
at reasonable prices. Isn’t that 
another way to save money?

HITCH-HICKING
Hitchhiking (also known as thumbing 
or hitching, autostop) is a means 
of transportation that is gained by 
asking people, usually strangers for 
a ride in their vehicles sometimes 
at a very cheaper cost or even at no 
cost at all. Although not common, 
and infact inadvisable in this part 
of the world (Nigeria) because of 
safety concerns, it is a common and 
the cheapest means of travelling 
America and parts of Europe.

The Africa substitute for that will be 
getting other likeminded people to 
travel together with.  This way, you 
can contribute for the cost of the 
journey (usually road). Very similar to 
this is couchsurfing. If this is new to 
you, you can simply go online and 
check www.crouchsurfing.com.It’s 
a network of millions of people in 
cities all over the world.  There, you’ll 
get to meet locals, new friends, and 
they’ll offer you a space to stay in 
their apartment or house when you 
come visiting their area. Try and build 
up some reputation within the 
community (if you have none) 
beforehand, as you’ll want to be able 
to trust the hosts just like they’ll 
want to trust you. This is a great way 
to meet locals within whichever area 
you’re traveling to.

TRAVEL IN 
LOW SEASON
Obviously this will depend on 
when you can travel, but traveling 
to a destination in low season 
can save tons of money. For 
example, travelling from Nigeria 
to the United States during winter 
is cheaper than embarking on 
the same journey at summer. 
Also by booking your flights and 
accommodations way ahead of 
your scheduled journey, you will 
spend less on the journey. Even 
more interesting is the fact that 
you can fly for free on some 
airlines. There are so many ways 
to earn free flights.Outside Africa, 
some airlines offer opportunities 
for travelers to fly free of charge 
upon meeting some conditions. 
In America for example, you can 
sign up for a travel credit cards, 
collect miles, and then fly for free.  
Most cards offer sign-up bonuses 
of 30,000 points and if you sign 
up for both an airline card (say 
for example United Airlines card) 
and a general rewards card like 
the Chase 
Sapphire or American Express 
card, you can combine the two 
point balances and get a cheap 
flight faster.Credit card sign ups 
are the best way to collect miles. 
And if you can’t sign up for credit 
cards, there are other ways to 
increase your mileage balance 
without credit cards, such as 
shopping at their member stores.  
All airlines have special offers with 
all the big stores- Amazon, Apple, 
Best Buy, Target, etc. Shopping at 
those preferred stores will earn 
you 2 to 4 miles per dollar spent- 
sometimes even more. If you 
spend 1,000 dollars a month, you 
can earn up to 3,000 miles just 
by going through their websites. The 
products don’t cost extra.

4



22. explore | www.exploretravelmagazine.com  explore .23 

INAGBE
G R A N D  R E S O R T

L
ife in Lagos can be hectic and stressful. Between the 
chaotic traffic jams and too little sleep occasioned by 
having to rise and leave home to commute to work early in 
the morning, the average Lagosian is constantly exposed to 
some form of stress or the other. However, the smart ones, 
citizens and foreigners alike will always find an escape 
route to steal away from the ‘Lagos madness’ to relax and 

refresh themselves. As much as Lagos provides stress in abundance, 
good news is, it also provides escape routes. From world class hotels 
to beaches, bars, restaurants and resorts, one of which is the Inagbe 
Grand Resort.

Explore magazine takes you through the world of one of the most 
exciting and breathtaking destinations for relaxation and comfort in 
the city of Lagos. Planning a holiday or exclusive retreat? This is your 
sure bet.
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I
nagbe Grand Resorts & Leisure, Located in the fastest growing 
city in Africa and the 3rd fastest growing megacity in the 
world (according to Forbes 2013) is one of the biggest and 
most impressive Resort in the city of Lagos and a first of its 
kind developed by Gran Imperio Resorts Ltd (a subsidiary of 
Gran Imperio Group, a formidable real estate development 

consortium).

Set on the tranquil banks of the magnificent Lagos Lagoon and 
the Atlantic Ocean, the impressive resort, which offers rustic 
living in a lush island haven, resonating air of simple luxury and 
refined elegance, is a showpiece resort that captures the essence 
of nature, culture and tradition. Grand Imperio Resorts, owned by 
Oba Enitan Ogunwusi, the Ooni of Ife, redefines construction with 
almost 100% local materials to achieve the formation of Inagbe 
Grand Resorts.

The resort, while ideal for family holidays, is a perfect getaway for 
both tourists and nature lovers boasting of  a world class hotel, 
housing large fully air-conditioned rooms, ornate Persian rugs, 
gleaming tile floors,  as well as recreational facilities such as 
Infinity swimming pool with Ocean view, Standard Lagoon view 
swimming pool, Beach Volley ball court, Beach Soccer, Golf Range 
course, Football Pitch, Horse ranch, Children’s park, Spa treatment 
place amongst others.

a perfect 
getaway for 
both tourists 
and nature 
lovers 
boasting 
of  a world 
class hotel”
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N
estled between the Lagos lagoon and the magnificent 
Atlantic Ocean, Inagbe Grand Resorts & Leisure provides 
exquisite scenic views of both abundant water bodies. 
Coupled with its clean skies and adoring sandy beaches, 
it is one of the most tranquil locations on the Lagos 
Island for those who want to get away from the hustle 

and bustle of Lagos life without necessarily leaving the aquatic 
city.

Visitors are offered African hospitality at its best at Inagbe Resort 
through warm reception, facilities and services offered by the 
management.

one of the 
biggest and most 
impressive Resort 
in the city of Lagos 
and a first of its 
kind...”
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BETRAYAL IS NO FRIEND OF THE HEART. IT IS A BLOODLESS KILL, 
DECIMATING TRUST AND SHATTERING HOPES. THE THROES OF 
BETRAYAL SIGNIFICANTLY SUBVERT ITS VICTIM’S WILLINGNESS 

TO DEEPLY, TRULY TRUST ANYONE AGAIN

acquiesced. I decided that like 
the Yoruba aphorism goes, it 
was better to lick my soup cold; 
impatiently licking it hot would 
result in a burnt finger and a 
burnt tongue. Better a delay 
than a denial. What other proof 
do I need for me to know that 
I got myself a wife material?  

She appeared to have forgotten 
it was our dating anniversary 
that night and I felt it was just 
as well she did. If anything, her 
ignorance was all I needed to 
spice up the surprise treat I had 
planned. Soon, the traffic was 
behind me and with a blinding 
speed, I made for Rita’s house 
at Surulere. A few kilometers 
out, Kunle my best friend called. 

‘Hello bro’, I greeted as I 
answered the call with my right 
hand, maneuvering the steering 
with the left- sufficiently aware 
that I was breaking a traffic 
rule as well as endangering 
my own life. What are rules in 
this country anyway? They are 

meant to be broken so that life 
can be fun. ‘Come to my place 
immediately.’ he commanded 
over the phone, ignoring my 

salutation. ‘Oh boy, that won’t 
be possible o. You know I have 
a dinner with Rita tonight, don’t 
you?’. ‘I know’ he said. ‘But there 
is something I want to show you’, 
he added conspiratorially. ‘This 
had rather be worth it. If not, I will 
kill you’. I said mock-threatenly.  
‘When you get to my door, just 
beep me’ he concluded, and 
hung-up the phone. Kunle 
had called at the nick of 
time. With only a few minutes 

away from his Igamu home, 
I headed for the rendezvous. 

Night drive in the new Lagos 
provides its own excitement, 
a treatment to cool music in 
the holdup part of the whole 
package. Against popular belief, 
Lagos is not all about the mad 
traffic. Every night, the sprawling 
aquatic environment agrees with 
the breeze to produce a cold 
soothing feel as you drive with 
your windows wound down. And 
the smooth roads on the island 
permit you to run, especially 
with the complement of the 
street lights. The illuminating 
lights recently fixed by the new 
government sure exude scenic 
beauty and a sense of security 
for commuters. Lagos night life is 
fun, and that is why I love the city.

At 8:33pm, I was at Kunle’s 
house, a tastefully furnished two 
bedroom flat. As agreed, I beeped 
and waited three minutes long 
before he opened the door, 
clad in a boxer short and vest. 

He put a finger across his lips 
to hush me from speaking any 
word and stealthily ordered 
me with a swing of his hand to 
follow him. Definitely, there is a 
girl in his room, but why would 
he want me to see her?  Then 
came an impossibly familiar 
voice from his room, ‘Kunle, what 
are you doing now?’ oh my God! 
This cannot be true. My impulse 
was to run. I made past Kunle 
and straight into the room to 
behold a sight forever to remain 
indelible in my heart: kneeling 
on one leg close to the ajar door 
was Rita, her eyes tightly shut in 
apprehension, a ring in hand, 
she said : I have waited all my 
life for this day; Please marry me! 

Kunle and I exchanged a 
confused look. 

Trust is like a glass house; 
dainty to build but relatively 
easy to pull down. I am Dotun 
Philips. My friends call me 
Dotman. Seven months ago, I 
was betrayed by the two most 
important people in my life. 

You remain… 

My power, my pleasure, my pain 

Ba….by…… La lalalala la…… 

Not knowing the other lyrics, 
I hummed along the ‘kiss 
from arose’ song by Nigerian 
American R&B star, Seal, which 
was streaming out from my 
car stereo from Raypower 101.5 
fm as I drove or rather, snailed 
along on the perpetually  busy 
Lagos third mainland bridge. The 
date was 16th September 2015, 
the clock on my car dashboard 
was steadily sauntering to the 

8pm mark as I returned from 
my office on the Island that 
cold night. It had rained heavily 
in the morning, forcing me and 
countless other commuters into 
a frustrating girdlock typical of 
the Lagos roads. I managed to 
get to the office in time for my 
team’s meeting scheduled for 
9 am. Mr Bola was already at 
his office waiting for my report. 
In spite of my desperate cry to 
God that he gets caught in the 
logjam too, and come in only 
after my arrival. How that man 
never gets late to work beats me. 
A family man for that matter.

As expected, his world renowned 
scolding was what I got in 
response to my good morning. He 
never disappoints. “Dotun, look 
at your time, 9am. Is this how a 
company is run? Tsh! You young 
people are just too lazy!” Normal 
me would have become all 
defensive. But not this morning.   
I was determined to maintain my 
sanity and zest, the traffic and 
my oga wahala notwithstanding. 

It was going to be a great day. 
He noticed my smile and 
shook his head resignedly.

It was the fourth anniversary of 
my relationship with Rita, my 
girlfriend from the University 
days, and I had set out to make 
it an unforgettable night was for 
her. Wrapped in a beautiful pack 
and sitting unobtrusively on the 
passenger seat beside me was 
an emerald crested gold ring 
I had got for the long overdue 
proposal. Dinner was planned 
for an exclusive restaurant 
in town. My destination that 
night was Rita’s house and 
they were all surprises. 

After Seal’s song came the 
captivating voice of the eminent 
king of pop, the late Michael 
Jackson consummately 
delivering ‘speechless’. These 
Raypower guys sure know how 
to put one in the mood as I  
surrendered to the compelling 
rhythm of the song, looking 
forward to Rita’s warm embrace. 

Rita! That is one girl that knows 
how to make a man speechless. 
She was just perfect, almost too 

good to be true. Tall, fair and sexy 
with a distinct feminine build, 
Rita radiates warmth that only 
her kind can manage. Added to 
her beauty is intelligence and 
charm. On top of that was her 
decency. Rita was a personal 
crusader for abstinence, always 
quick to point out to me that 
a woman loses her honour 
with losing her virginity before 
marriage. She wanted it only 
on our wedding night, and I 

THE PROPOSAL

“I had set out 
to make it an 
unforgettable
night for her.” 

“Lagos night 
life is fun, and 
that is why I 
love the city.
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JAMA ICA
B 

ut Jamaica is not just about Bob Marley and Reggae 
Music. It is the unsung home of tourism in the 
Caribbean.  Known fondly as “the land of wood and 
water”, Jamaica is one of the world’s most beautiful 
and alluring vacation destinations in the world. 

From Negril to Montego Bay, Ocho Rios to Kingston, 
and Port Antonio to Falmouth, the country offers 

alluring vacationing sites that leaves a pleasure seeker in awe. 

Explore travel magazine takes a look at six (6) ‘hot’ destinations in 
Jamaica in no particular order, and what makes them unique.

 Negril is the most relaxed, laid-back spot in Jamaica; a place so 
low-key that it’s known as the “Capital of Casual.” With its picture-
perfect white sand beaches, crystal-clear waters, and spectacular 
oceanfront cliffs, it’s the quintessential Caribbean paradise. While 
all manner of water sports and tours of nearby natural wonders 
are available, choosing to just sit relaxing  and indulging in Negril’s 
delicious variety food and drink proves an experience to last a 
lifetime. Jamaican cuisine is a unique mélange of African, East 
Indian, Chinese, Spanish, and British influences. 

A MENTION OF JAMAICA AND FIRST 
THING THAT COMES TO MIND IS BOB 
MARLEY, AND THE UBIQUITOUS REGGAE 
MUSIC BELIEVED TO ORIGINATE FROM 
THE CARIBBEAN COUNTRY.
by Oluwaseun Gbanja

“It is the home 
of tourism in the 
Caribbean.Known 
fondly as “the land 
of wood and water”, 
destinations in the 
world

Local favorites include jerk chicken, curry goat, and what’s considered 
the national dish-ackee (a bright yellow fruit brought from Africa 
that looks a bit like a scrambled egg) and saltfish. Fresh seafood is 
abundant as are indigenous vegetables like cho-cho and callaloo, 
and exotic fruits like mango and papaya. Scorching hot Scotch 
bonnet peppers, ginger, garlic, and allspice, made from the native 
pimento tree, are found in a multitude of Jamaican dishes. The best 
of these are abundant in Negril. 

The excellent seafood and outstanding service make Negril an ideal 
spot for special events. As good as the food is, what you’ll really 
remember is the to-die-for view from the cliffs, most glorious at 
sunsets. Come to Negril and you will be glad you did. 

NEGRIL
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W
hether 
y o u 
are the 
l o u d 
p a r t y 
f r e a k , 
or you 
p r e f e r 
to go 
lowkey, 

Montego Bay welcomes the mix. The city 
boasts of a vibrant night life, calm waters, 
and - wait for this- duty-free shopping, for 
those of us that love to shop! Now, isn’t that 
the real deal? Methinks it is. 

Montego Bay with its generous natural 
endowment has something for all members 
of the family: white sand beaches, water 
paths, waterfalls and the overcrowded 
private Doctor’s cave Beach club for adults, 
and plenty of resorts to cater for the kids. 
One thing that makes ‘MoBay’ unique is the 
blend of fun and education it provides. While 
catching so much fun, your kids get a lot to 
learn too. Considering a place to take your 
family this holiday?  Look no further than 
Montego Bay.

MONTEGOBAY

it also boasts of some of the most luxurious 
resorts and spas in the Caribbean. Perhaps 
that is the whole idea behind Ocho Rios: 

T
hird on our list is a small 
town whose name is 
akin to the city of Rio in 
Brazil. Ocho Rios, located 
in the parish of Saint 
Ann on the north coast 
of Jamaica is in its own 
right, a spot to explore 

at least once in a lifetime. Translated 
in Spanish to mean ‘Eight Rivers’, the 
once introverted fishing village has 
through a unique combination of 
natural endowments and speculative 
planning by the Jamaican Authorities 

become another tourist heaven in 
the Caribbean country. Just outside 
the city, travelers and residents are 
at liberty to visit Columbus Park, 
believed to be the first landing point 
of Columbus, the great American 
explorer, and see maritime artifacts 
and Spanish colonial buildings. 

What more? Ocho Rios is a port 
of call for many cruise liners and 
cargoes for loading articles like 
sugar, limestone and in the past, 
bauxite. But do not fret; because 
it also boasts of some of the most 
luxurious resorts and spas in the 
Caribbean. Perhaps that is the whole 
idea behind Ocho Rios: diversity 
and spontaneity. Call it a home of 
business and pleasure and you 
won’t be wrong.

OCHORIOS
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Home to more than six hundred thousand 
people (600,000), Kingston is the birthplace of 
both Reggae Music of Raggae Music.T

hen we talk of Kingston. 
Kingston is another ‘hot 
spot’ in Jamaica! Never 
mind its famed knack 
for crime. If you are bold, 
daring and adventurous, 
then Kingston is just 
the perfect place for a 

visit. Far from the north coast resort 
town, Kingston is Jamaica at its most 
authentic, a sprawling city of contrasts 
laid out nicely between the east coast 
and the Blue Mountains. Reflected in its 
disparate neighborhood is its diversity- 
from the wealthy northern suburb on 
one hand, to the ‘poor’ downtown on the 
other. You will discover the spirit of one 
love at the Bob Marley museum- one 
of the most visited tourist sites in the 
city, or sample delicious ice cream at 
Devan House. 

Home of more than six hundred 
thousand people (600,000), Kingston 
is the birthplace of both Reggae Music 
and Bob Marley-the father of Raggae 
Music. As you would rightly guess, the 
inhabitants of Kingston are great fun-
lovers, reason why festivals are in 
no short supply in the city. Kingston 
boasts of carnivals like Bachannal /
Jamaica Carnival, Blue Mountain Music 
Festival, Kingston City Run, Bob Marley 
Celebrations, amongst others.

KINGSTON
If you are bold, daring and 
adventurous, then Kingston is 
just the perfect place for a visit.
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N
umber five on 
our list of best 
Tourist sites to 
visit in Jamaica 
is no other than 
the cool, calm 
and collected 
Port Antonio. 

Even though it is a quiet and 
beautiful tourists’ heaven, Port 
Antonio isn’t only visited for its 
charm.  If you have got an eye 

for arts and crafts, and all the 
jewels Jamaica has to offer, 
make that travel arrangement 
to Port Antonio today.  Doubt 
me, pictures speak louder than 
words.

PORT
ANTONIO

L
ooking for 
inspiration? Go find 
it at Falmouth. If 
many a great artists, 
thinkers, writers 
and inventors have 
testified to getting 
unusually inspired 

in Falmouth, then perhaps there 
is more than meets the eye in 
the tourist city. 

I guess it won’t be a bad idea 
for you to also go there and find 
inspiration, would it? 

Situated on Jamaica’s north 
coast, near Montego Bay, 
Falmouth is a small town that 
offers an insight into everyday 
Jamaican town life, and its 

colonial past. You can be sure 
to come across in no small 
number, historical 19th century 
Georgian architecture, with 
buildings renowned for their 
unique gingerbread woodworks. 

What more is the easiness, 
almost leisurely manner 
Falmouth inhabitants go 
about their daily businesses. 
It is perhaps the city that most 
lucidly reminds Jamaicans 
about the good old days. So, 
what makes Falmouth a home 
of inspiration you may want to 
ask? That is your answers right 
there.

FALMOUTH

BOOK
REVIEW

THE OTHER PARIS

A 
trip through 
Paris the way 
it was, but 
would never 
be again dark 
and dank and 

poor and slapdash and truly 
bohemian

Paris, the City of Light, the city of fine 
dining and seductive couture and 
intellectual hauteur, was until fairly 
recently always accompanied by 
its shadow: the city of the poor, the 
outcast, the criminal, the eccentric, 
the willfully nonconforming. In the 
book, The Other Paris, Luc Sante gives 
us a panoramic view of that second 
metropolis, which has nearly vanished 
but whose traces are in the bricks 
and stones of the contemporary city, 
in the culture of France itself, and, 
by extension, throughout the world. 
Drawing on testimony from a great 
range of witnesses-from Balzac 
and Hugo to assorted boulevardiers, 
rabble-rousers, and tramps-Sante, 
whose thorough research is matched 
only by the vividness of his narration, 
takes the reader on a whirlwind tour. 
Richly illustrated with more than three 
hundred images, The Other Paris 
scuttles through the knotted streets 
of pre-Haussmann Paris, through 
the improvised accommodations of 
the original bohemians, through the 
whorehouses and dance halls and 
hobo shelters of the old city.

A lively survey of labour conditions, 
prostitution, drinking, crime, and 
popular entertainment, and of 
the reporters, réaliste singers, 
pamphleteers, and poets who 

chronicled their evolution, The book is 
meant to upend the story of the French 
capital, to reclaim the city from the 
bons vivants and the speculators, and 
to hold a light to the works and lives of 
those expunged from its center by the 
forces of profit.

Revealing, yet full of mystery, the book 
tells the story of Paris in a different 
way, and it is just the right material for 
readers curious about what lie behind 
the alluring city of Paris.

Culled from www.macmillian.com
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LIFE
IS AN 
EXCITING
JOURNEY...”

W W W . E X P L O R E T R A V E L M A G A Z I N E . C O M

“
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OONI
STEADILY 

REWRITING THE 
HISTORY OF THE 
ANCIENT TOWN 

OF IFE THROUGH 
TOURISM

W
hen the then Prince Adeyeye 
Enitan Ogunwusi was named 
king of the historical Kingdom 
of Ife after the demise of his 
predecessor, Oba Okunade 
Sijuade, Nigeria’s blogosphere 
went into a frenzy. 

At the youthful age of 40, Prince 
Ogunwusi had defeated many 
older and more influential 
men, some old enough to be 
his grandfather, in the deeply 
political tussle for the throne.   
That achievement presented 
a glimmer of hope especially 
for the youths in a country in 
dare need of young blood in 
leadership positions.

And since he was enthroned in 
December 2015, the ovations 
are yet to find rest. If the king 
who has come to be known 
for his wisdom and humility 
is not visiting other kings in 
their kingdoms, mending long 
collapsed bridges of peace and 
unity, he is initiating one project 
or the other to positively impact 
the lives of his subjects.

 His Imperial Majesty, Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, Ojaja II
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THE KING 
AND HIS 

STYLE

4
1 year old Oba 
Adeyeye Enitan 
Ogunwusi Ojaja 
II, the Ooni of Ife 
kingdom in Osun 
State South West 

Nigeria is not only the most 
powerful and revered king 
among the Yoruba people 
of Nigeria, he is perhaps the 
most stylish amongst the lot.
Everything about Oba Ogunwusi 
exudes class, from his dress 
sense, to his carriage, and 
especially, choice of items. 

Permanently regaled in snow-
white flowing rob and shoes, 
he steps out to occasions 
with simple yet sophisticated 
crowns that match  his almost 
six feet tall ornamental staff 
(a symbol of his authority as a 
Yoruba monarch). And whenever 
he sits in the palace or any 
public function, the palace 
guards, always dressed in 
matching outfits, sit at his feet, 
ready to attend to his needs. His 
new wife, Olori Wuraola Obanor 
has since come into the 

scene to complete a picture 
of the perfect royal couple. 
Their marriage ceremony 
on 12th March 2016 is on its 
own, a matter worthy of a full 
journalistic discourse. Like 
the monarch, the beautiful 
‘Yeyelua’ has since abandoned 
her collection of designer 
wears for a set of white flowing 
gowns, complemented by 
matching headties and 
beaded adornments. She has 
since assumed the role of a 
perfect hostess to the horde of 

visitors inundating the palace 
on a daily basis to see the 
Ooni for one thing or the other. 

In the tastefully furnished 
palace, his white sofa is placed 
delicately on a raised platform 
that serves as his throne. As 
expected, white is the dominant 
colour with a smatter of gold and 
brown here and there. Leopard 
skin is also a recurrent motif, 
although this is centered along 
the Ooni’s sofa. A sense of awe 
immediately encapsulates you 

as you approach the throne 
to pay obeisance to the king. 

His Imperial Majesty’s garage 
is not less classy. Upon his 
assumption to the throne, 
the businessman-turned-
monarch acquired one of 
the world’s best luxury cars: 
a white Rolls-Royce Phantom 
and customized it “OONI 
OF IFE”. The Phantom is a 
thorough blend of meticulous 
German engineering and 
iconic British panache, thanks 
to parent company BMW’s 
prudent stewardship. He 
also rides in a black Bentley 
with “OONIRISA” customized 
number plates amongst 
other super luxury rides.

Standing at over foot tall 
and with a baritone voice 
that resonates miles away, 
the Arole Oodua possesses 
the physical presence to 
complement and indeed 
enhance his many worldly 
possessions. These blessings, 
bestowed upon the Ooni by 
the Olodumare (God) are 
ordinarily, the undoing of 
many a great men in history, 
the Ooni on the other hand is 
cultivating them to maximum 
effect to bring renaissance 
to the people of his kingdom, 
a city which had thrived 
on mediaeval legacies. 

“...the most powerful and revered king 
among the Yoruba people of Nigeria.”



44. explore | www.exploretravelmagazine.com  explore .45 

CONSUMED 
BY THE 

PASSION FOR 
TOURISM

O
ne distinctive 
message about 
the reign of His 
Imperial Majesty, 
Oba Adeyeye 
Enitan Ogunwusi 

Ojaja II, is tourism. It is an idea 
for which the king’s passion 
is unquestionable. Through 
words, and more importantly, 
actions, he has made tourism 
the fulcrum on which his vision 
for a greater Ife rests.

Recently, the Ooni, during 
a courtesy visit to the 
Ambassador of The Republic 
of Cuba, Mr Carlos Trejo, in 
the presence of Dr Sally 
Mbanefo, the Director General, 
Nigeria Tourism Development 
Corporation (NTDC) declared 
that he was ready to make 
Nigeria a tourist haven. He 
also promised to facilitate 

collaboration between NTDC 
and the Republic of Cuba.

“I will ensure that NTDC 
collaborates with the Republic 
of Cuba to strengthen and 
grow domestic tourism in 
Nigeria and to develop it to 
international standards. By the 
time the collaboration is done, 
Nigeria will become a tourism 
haven.” He said. 

In his remarks before officially 
declaring Ile-Ife “a tourism 
zone” in February 2016, 
Oba Ogunwusi said that the 
historical assets of Ile-Ife, 
the cradle of Yoruba was 
enough to empower Nigeria 
and Africa at large and urged 
tourists across the world to 
thrill themselves with artifacts 
available in the town.  

Keen observers of the king 
would tell you not to take 
his promises lightly. This is 
because he did not just wake 
up one day to stumble on the 
tourism idea. It has been a 
passion- and a business- for 
the young monarch. His multi-
billion naira Inagbe Grand 
Resort in Lagos established 
well before his selection and 
ascension to the throne of his 
fathers proves this, amongst 
other things. Today, Inangbe 

is one of the grandest and 
most frequented Resort in 
the Acquatic City of Lagos, 
accounting for a sizeable 
chunk of the monarch’s 
stupendous wealth. 

His Imperial Majesty has 
also promised to replicate 
the resort in six other cities 
in Nigeria, including Ile-Ife, 
where he rules. While we will 
have to wait a bit more for 
the other resorts to find form, 

sources has it that work has 
commenced in earnest at the 
Ife Resort. As a matter of fact, 
the King is so keen to bring 
the Ife Grand Resort to life as 
quickly as possible, with a 
promise that the new resort 
will dwarf the Inagbe Resort 
housed in Lagos. His Imperial 
Majesty exudesclarity of vision 
for the resort. According to 
him, “there are too many 
mysteries in this land (of Ife)…
this is where everything started 
from”, he said, reiterating his 
earlier assertion that the Tower 
of Babel and Noah’s Ark can 
be found at Oke Ora in Ile-Ife, 
“which stretches for like a 
thousand miles”. This is where 
the Resort comes in: According 
to the monarch, the resort will 
help in filling the hospitality 
void, providing world class 
accommodation and leisure 
activities “for those coming 
to see the mysteries”.  The 
touristscan’t begin to come in 
soon enough.

While the Resort is central to 
the Ooni’s plan to make Ife 
a top tourist attraction, other 
projects are simultaneously 
gathering momentum in the 
fulfillment of that mission. 

The remarkable physical 
transformation of the ancient 
Ooni palace is one of such 
projects, giving keen watchers 
a glimpse into what is to come.
His new residential complex, 
which will serve as his palace, 
an architectural masterpiece 
constructed within just five 
months, makes no pretence 
of the King’s wealth and taste. 

To complement the new look, 
the main gate leading to the 
palace has been changed, 
just as all the roads within 
the expansive walls of the 
palace has been tarred. Yet, 
construction works are still 
on-going to complete a total 
transformation of the palace.

Just when you thought you had 
seen it all, the Arole Oodua 
brought out another surprise 
to the delight of His people. 
In an event witnessed by a 
mammoth crowd consisting 
the highs and lows of the Ife 
Kingdom, His Imperial Majesty, 
Oba Enitan Adeyeye Ogunwusi 
on Wednesday 8th June 2016, 
led a team of delegates to 
the official groundbreaking 
and unveiling of the Olokun 
Park, along Ede Road in Ile 
Ife.  The Olokun Park scheme 
1and 2 is a proposed modern 
community bordering the 
Highbrow Parakin area and 
Nigeria’s foremost Ivory 
Tower, the Obafemi Awolowo 
University in Ile Ife.

The Olokun Park, a 500 
Units Housing Estate which 
when completed will feature 
affordable commercial suites 
and residences suitable for 
students, low income earners, 
tourists and researchers, is 
in fulfillment of the Ooni’s 
promise to open up the city 
to the world and place it side 
by side super modern cities 
in the world, as the traditional 
headquarters of the Yoruba 
land.

What this implies is that 
in a not-too-distant future, 
completion of the Olokun Park, 
alongside the presence of 
the Resort, cum other grand 
projects, like the construction 
of an international airport, also 
a dream of the monarch, life 
will be re-invigorated into the 
hitherto sleepy city of Ife.

“there are too many 
mysteries in this land 

(of Ife)…this is where 
everything started from”

OONI
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UNITING THE 
YORUBA RACE

Since ascending the 
throne, the Ooni has 
made no pretense of 
his plans to unite the 

Yoruba race, and position it as 
a race to be reckoned with, the 
world over. With celebrated 
visits to many Yoruba Obas, 
some of whom had hitherto 
had a very sour relationship 
with the previous occupiers of 
the Ooni stool; Oba Ogunwusi 
is gradually redefining 
leadership among the Yoruba 
people. One of such was the 
visit to another foremost Oba 
in Yoruba land, the Alaafin 
of Oyo, Oba Lamidi Adeyemi 
111, on the occasion of his 
45th coronation anniversary 
thanksgiving. On that occasion, 
Ogunwusi said: “I am here in 
the presence of the people of 
Oyo and God our creator who 
knows everything. Today is a 
day of joy when Yoruba race 
comes together to celebrate 
its own leaders. When I visited 
in January 2016, we began 
a peace process that will 
unite the Yoruba race. We are 
witnessing a new dawn among 
the Yoruba people. We need 
peace and unity in the land.”

Also, during his visit to another 
prominent Yoruba ruler in Ondo 
state, South West of Nigeria, the 
Deji of Akure, Oba Aladetoyinbo 
Ogunlade Aladelusi, Oba 
Oguwusi reiterated his 
passion for Yoruba unity thus:  
“My purpose of visiting the 
Osemawe is to partner with the 
people of Ondo City on various 
aspects of development, 
especially on Youth 
development. Also, the visit is 
still part of my familiarization 
tour to all Yoruba Obas and to 
unify the Yoruba race.”

The highly cerebral monarch’s 
mission to unite the Yoruba 
race is gathering momentum 
both at home and abroad. In 
June this year, Oba Enitan 
Ogunwusi and his wife, Olori 
Wuraola led other dignitaries 
that included top Obas in 
Yoruba land to New York City in 
The United States of America. 
The purpose was to attend the 
2016 annual Odunde Festival 
believed to be the largest 
gathering of blacks in America. 
The king was later hosted at 

the White House where he 
received the White House 
Ambassador of peace Award 
on 22nd June 2016. 

Earlier on during the tour, the 
Ooni as a mark of honour, 
was presented with the Key to 
the City of Newark, the second 
largest city in the New York 
Metropolitan area. 

He was also at the United 
Nations Population Fund 
Building, as well as being 
hosted to a grand reception 
at New Jersey by Ooye in 
Northern America amongst 
other historic events.  The Ooni 
used the occasion of the tour 
to connect with Nigerians 
and especially Yorubas in the 
diaspora, to promote peace 
and unity in a bid to further 
strengthen the Yoruba race. 

“My purpose 
of visiting the 
Osemawe is to 
partner with 
the people 
of Ondo City 
on various 
aspects of 
development, 
especially 
on Youth 
development.”
....continued on page 42

OONI



OBANGOGO HILL 
AND NATURE PARK: 

NATURE’S MAGNIFICENT MUSEUM

A
nago James Akeem 
Osho was there recently 
and tells a pleasantly 
surprising story.

Exploring Obangogo 
Hill in its magnificent 
environment is for me, 
reminiscent of exploring 
the magnificent 
museum I run as a 
museum manager. The 

feeling of mystery, curiosity and awe, in that 
order, which pervaded me on this tour was 

similar to that experienced by first time visitors 
to my museum. It is for this reason that I call 
Obangogo Hill ‘Natures magnificent museum’   

The natural monument sits gracefully on 
the virgin land of Owe-Kabba in Kogi’s State, 
Nigeria.

My objects of interest are two. The land of Kabba 
and the hill it houses. Tourism is broad and 
therefore I refuse to be carried away by trying 
to identify and promote the Tourism potential 
of Kabba and neglecting the significance of the 
Hill.

Nigeria’s abundant resources are evidenced in the 
many breathtaking spectacles around the country. 
One of such is the Obangogo Hill and Nature Parks 
in Owe-Kabba in Kogi State of Nigeria, Africa’s most 
populous black nation.

OBANGOGO HILL
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PROSPERITY 
FOR THE 

PEOPLE OF 

IFE
N

ot many will dispute 
the fact that, beyond 
making his kingdom, 
the City of Ife a tourism 
heaven, the monarch 

is keen on creating prosperity 
and wealth for his subjects. In 
a country bedeviled by chronic 
youth unemployment, the 
Ooni is mindful of the fact 
that no real development can 
take place in his kingdom if 
his people are hungry. This 
is perhaps what informed 
his decision to create an 
agricultural revolution by 
unveiling, in May this year, a 

nursery plant of one million 
cocoa pots and trees in the 
farmland of Ile-Ife, which 
is just the first phase of the 
targeted 10 million. There are 
also plans to establish rubber 
and oil palm plantations in the 
vast kingdom. 

The development is the first 
of its kind in Nigeriaand it is 
aimed at creating jobs for 
some shortlisted 100,000 
youths and the thousands 
of widows who are victims of 
the settled communal war 
between Ife and Modakeke, 

a neighboring town in the 
state of Osun, in Nigeria. A 
statement by the director of 
media and public affairs of the 
Ooni, Mr Moses Olafare, said 
the monarch was determined 
to empower Ife youth 
economically and that he has 
identified agriculture a one of 
the areas to be employed to 
achieve the goal. 

Like a fireball, the Arole Oodua 
seems in a haste to deliver on 
his hope rekindling promises. 
How well he can achieve this 
vision of turning Nigeria into 

a tourism haven and make 
the widely dispersed and 
segregated Yoruba race into 
one strong force, considering 
the many militating factors, 
remains to be seen. What is 
certain however, is that Ife, the 
cradle of Yoruba history and 
civilization is about to become 
the centre of tourism and 
culture in the country. 

With men like King Ogunwusi, 
the call for Nigeria to diversify 
its income base and look into 
untapped sectors such as 
tourism may yet become a 
reality, faster than anticipated. 



THEGENESIS WONDERS OF THEHILL
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T
he Kabba community is made 
up of the Yoruba people of Kogi 
State, who speak Owe as their 
dialect. Like most other ethnic 
groups, the Kabba people have 
a story. History has it that 
the community came into 

existence as a result of migration to escape 

the incisive Slave raids and other 
activities of Nupe Warriors who 
invaded the entire Okun land about 
three hundred years ago, killing 
and maiming all within their reach. 
Chances of escape were slim for 
the victims as they ran for their 
dear lives to anywhere they could 
find refuge. In their distress, they 
discovered the Obangogo hill which 
proved for them a place of refuge 
during this period in their history.

The people hid in and around the 
hills, and from there, organized to defend 
themselves. With better preparation, they 
launched attacks against the Nupes and 
won many battles. Respite came after the 
battles and the question of going back to 
their original land came up. However, they 
decided to stay in their new settlement in 
appreciation of the hill that had saved them. 
In their reckoning, there was nothing more 
they could ask for as a people, besides food 
and protection. While the hill offered the 
latter, the land around it offered the former. 
Thus they chose farming as their major 
occupation.

 The land of Egunbe is very fertile for farming. 

The people’s farming activities made them 
to be one of the richest and powerful 
communities in Owe kingdom as at that 
time.

“THEY 
DISCOVERED 
THE 
OBANGOGO 
HILL WHICH 
PROVED FOR 
THEM A PLACE 
OF REFUGE...”

W
ithin the hill, are caves in which 
people hid during the war 
and period of slave raiding. 
But the Obangogo hill offers 
much more than refuge. 
There are myths around the 
hill that makes it naturally 

attractive to knowledge seekers and tourists alike. 

One of it has it that a particular powerful king of the 
community named Elegha, the Ako Kereje died, and while 
being taken for burial, his coffin, on getting to the hill, 
turned into a big stone. The ‘stone’ is still there till date. 

I also came across five mystical lake on the hill called ‘’Ako’’ 
which inspite of being stagnant, never run dry all year round.

The serene environment of Obangogo hill also makes 
it a favourite for meditation and inspiration. It is also 
believed that the place is close to heaven, and thus, 
prayers made on the hill are all but assured of God’s 
attention and answers. There is a spring of water on the 
hill that never dries all year round. The spring served as 
the main source of water for the people long time ago, 
and while they have since discovered other sources of 
water, the spring is still very much alive. The people will 
tell you that the water from the hill has curative powers; 

it has healed them of 
countless sicknesses 
and disease for decades.

As a visitor, your fun 
is incomplete without 
climbing to the top of 
the hill. It is on your 
route that you come 
across pieces of rock 
in different shapes and 
sizes. However, it is not 
advisable to climb the hill 
during the rainy season 
as it often becomes 
slippery. 



HAVEN OF NATURE 
PHOTOGRAPHERS

ON THE FLIPSIDE

52. explore | www.exploretravelmagazine.com  explore .53 

I
nspite of its tourism potentials, the relevant authorities 

have failed, sadly, to pay attention to this gift of nature 

and maximize it for the benefit of the people and by 

extension, Africans as a whole. This natural attraction 

should be promoted and preserved. The government 

of Kogi State, the host state of the park must urgently 

put the right infrastructures in place with the aim of 

running the park as an organized tourism centre. Presently, 

the road that leads to this park is in a terrible condition.

The state and Federal government must urgently build 

good road networks, provide electricity and comfortable 

accommodations for would be visitors to be able to maximize 

the commercial potential of the park. International bodies like 

UNESCO should also look into supporting the Owe Community.

T
his wonder of nature makes it a favourite 

for fun seekers, researchers, prayer groups, 

tourists and naturally, a haven of business 

for photographers, especially, nature 

photographers. From the hill, photographers 

are able to bring home images of distant 

villages through their sharp lenses. Those 

kinds of pictures tell the story of the beauty of Africa in a 

better way.

If you desire to enjoy Africa’s natural life at its best, the 

Obangogo natural park is the deal.

PLACE AD HERE



A
rabian countries are not just 

endowed with beautiful cultural 

heritages and amazing fun 

sites, they are rich in lots and 

lots of spices and delicious 

dishes. That Arabians are kings of spices 

and seasonings is not in doubt. From UAE, 

to Kuwait, Yemen, to Saudi Arabia, tasty 

foods like the stuffed camel which is mostly 

available during celebrations, the al harees, 

hummus, al machboos, and many more are 

in no short supply. It is said that an average 

Arabian cuisine contains a combination of 

rich diversity of Mediterranean, Middle Eastern 

and Indian foods. For those who like to have a 

taste of an Arabian cuisine in the comforts of 

their homes, let take you on a crash course on 

how to prepare machboos or majboos, a very 

popular dish in most Gulf states. It is infact, 

the national food of Bahrain, a small island in 

the Persian Gulf, neighboured by Saudi Arabia. 

Usually cooked in large pots for the 

enjoyment of all, the cuisine contains 

…With love from UAE
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FOOD
AL MACHBOOS

INGREDIENTS 

1) Rice - 2 cups

2) Olive oil – 5 table spoon

3) Tomatoes - 3 Large ones 

4) Onion - 1 medium one

5) Green chilli - 5 (chopped)

6) Chicken stock cube - 2

7) Tomato paste (tin tomatoes) - 1 

small tin

8) Carrot - 2 large (shredded)

9) Ginger – 1table spoon (chopped) 

10) Garlic – 1table spoon (chopped)

11) Dry black lime (loomy) - 1

12) Tumeric - 1/2 tablespoon

13) Black pepper - 1/2 table spoon

14) Cinnamon sticks - 2

15) Cumin – 1table spoon

16) Cloves - 4 seed

17) Cardamon pods - 2

18) Salt - to taste 

19 ) Seasoning cube - 1

METHOD

1) Wash and keep rice aside.

2) Dice onions and tomatoes.

3) On low heat, add olive oil into 

a pot.

4) Add the onions, ginger and garlic 

along with the turmeric, cumin, 

cardamon pods, cinnamon sticks, 

cloves and blackpepper, stir very well 

together for a while.

5) Now add the dry lime, tomato 

paste and stock cubes, stir then 

add the chicken. Mix the chicken in 

the sauce very well then add the 

tomatoes, green chilies, seasoning 

cube and salt, now mix very well 

together. 

6) Add in enough water, cover to cook 

for about 15mins - 20mins.

7) Take out chicken from the boiling 

stock and bake in an oven. 

To bake the chicken, put a small 

metal cup/plate in the oven tray with 

the chicken. In the metal cup, put 

a hot coal and leave to bake in the 

oven with the chicken. It gives it a 

smokey aroma.

8) Remove dried lime cardamon 

pods and cinnamon sticks from the 

boiling stock, then add in the rice. 

9) When the rice gets cooked, turn off 

the heat, add the grated carrots and 

mix evenly. 

10) Serve the rice with the chicken.
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N
osa hails from Edo 
state in Nigeria,  
graduated with a 
Bachelor’s degree in 
Fine Arts with honors 
from the University of 

Benin, Edo state,  Nigeria. 

With a natural talent for 
expressing his ideas through 
visual arts,  “Paintings by 
Nosa” showcases a stream 
of consciousness, thinking, 
creativity, colour exploration 
and consideration.

Nosa is one of the artists in 
West Africa who has become 
more conscientious about what 
the role of his art is,  and will 
play in the evolving story of 
Africa. He has been involved in 
solo and group exhibitions in 
the past ranging from his Alma 
mater,  University of Benin,  
Chevron Port-Harcourt- “The 
sourjourner”, “Open house Art” 
- Getz Arena Lagos,  “Art and 

Jazz”, Intercontinental Hotel 
Lagos, to collaborations with 
BNG Innovates in the United 
Kingdom and Henrie Mowete 
Galleries.

“Chronicles of a craftsman” 
was  a solo exhibition which 
held in 2014 , at Freedom park 
in Lagos. The exhibition was 
one of the highlights of the 
annual commemoration of 
Felabration celebrated in honor 
of the legendary Fela Anikulapo 
Kuti. The exhibition recorded a 
huge success as it attracted 
Artists and Art lovers from all 
works of life. The exhibition 
was in collaboration with Terra 
kulture, Lagos.  The event 
documented Nosa’s personal 
life’s journey; showed also a 
dynamic exploration of African 
Art expressed in paintings, 
drawings and mixed media.

The beautiful combinations of 
oil on canvas and various media 

Explore travel meets with Nosa Umaigba.
Multitalented Artiste and travel enthusiast.

depicted Nosa’s perspective 
of life in Africa, it’s twists and 
turns, and the joys of living the 
African dream.

When you look at his paintings 
you truly appreciate pure 
traditional elements and 
messages passed to our 
modern world simultaneously.

Nosa is inspired by a broad 
range of artists specialised in 
realistic,  expressionistic and 
abstract art; his environment, 
his appreciation for diverse 
cultures and ultimately by God.

ETM:  What has been your 
greatest artist success?

The ability to paint. I know 
this may sound lame but it is 
true.  Painting gives me joy, it 
expresses my innermost whims 
and inspirations. It is a blessing.

ETM: What is your creative 
process like?

Every painting begins with an 
idea.  I would have seen or read 
about something which gets 
my creative juices flowing and 
I get to work. I start by creating 
a sketch of my art idea either 
on my canvas or on a sketch 
pad and I do my painting as 
time progresses.  As I go along, 
I begin to come to terms with 
the flow of the painting and 
where it is headed while making 
relevant modifications. I usually 
get my juices running during 

the quietest time of the day say 
between midnight and early 
hours of the morning, then I am 
most productive.

ETM: What do you believe is 
a key element in creating a 
good piece of art?

 I would say conceptualisation. 
The moment I am able to 
bring the image together into a 
complete concept, it is good as 
done.

ETM: Has your style changed 
over the years?

 Yes my technique has evolved 
. Like most artists I started 
out doing sketches, cartoons 
and still life drawings using 
pencils and the brush. Lately,  
I am very impressionistic and  
I explore a lot with impasto 
and Chiaroscuro. I have found 
freedom in using the palette 
knife, it gives me a texture and 
feel which I adore.

Interviewer :How do you come 
up with the pricing for your 
work?

Nosa: The value I place on 
a particular work and the 
level of acceptance and art 
appreciation for the arts in 
a particular environment 
determine the pricing. This is 
subjective though.

ETM: Do you have any forth 
coming events with regards 
to your Art?

 Yes,i will be exhibiting with the 
society of Nigerian Artists in the 
2016 edition of “October Rain”. 
It will be a show of the painting 
dexterity of Nigerian Art masters 

at Nike Arts Gallery, here in 
Lagos.

ETM : Being a Multi talented 
and all round “Artist”, what 
else do you do?

(Laughs)... You can say that 
again. I am an ‘Artpreneur’. I am 
an actor, a singer, a TV host and 
an events Compere . Recently 
First bank organised an event 
in conjunction with First@
arts - “Food is Art” with Master 
classes with the masters in the 
Nigerian Food and photography 
industries. I was the compere. 
Also I am a TV host on the show 
“Arts Arena”.

WETM :What do you have to 
say to upcoming artists?

Nosa: Don’t be afraid to 
embrace your dream and 
follow your dreams. Be ready to 
explore your other passions in 
addition.

Thank you. 

ARTS&

ABOUT



WELCOME TO NIGERIA’S 
UNSUNG RESORTSTOP5
N A T U R E  M E E T S  A D V E N T U R E

inagbe

le meridien ibom hotel uyo

Inagbe Grand Resorts & Leisure, Located 

in the fastest growing city in Africa and the 

3rd fastest growing megacity in the world 

(according to Forbes 2013) is one of the 

biggest and most impressive Resort in the 

city of Lagos and a first of its kind developed 

by Gran Imperio Resorts Ltd (a subsidiary 

of Gran Imperio Group, a formidable 

real estate development consortium).

Set on the tranquil banks of the magnificent 

Lagos Lagoon and the Atlantic Ocean, the 

impressive resort, which offers rustic living in 

a lush island haven, resonating air of simple 

luxury and refined elegance, is a showpiece 

resort that captures the essence of nature, 

culture and tradition. Grand Imperio 

Resorts, owned by Oba Enitan Ogunwusi, 

the Ooni of Ife, redefines construction with 

almost 100% local materials to achieve 

the formation of Inagbe Grand Resorts.

The resort, while ideal for family holidays, is a 

perfect getaway for both tourists and nature 

lovers boasting of  a world class hotel, 

housing large fully air-conditioned rooms, 

ornate Persian rugs, gleaming tile floors,  as 

well as recreational facilities such as Infinity 

swimming pool with Ocean view, Standard 

Lagoon view swimming pool, Beach Volley 

ball court, Beach Soccer, Golf Range course, 

Football Pitch, Horse ranch, Children’s park, 

Spa treatment place amongst others.

Nestled between the Lagos lagoon and 

the magnificent Atlantic Ocean, Inagbe 

Grand Resorts & Leisure provides exquisite 

scenic views of both abundant water 

bodies. Coupled with its clean skies and 

adoring sandy beaches, it is one of the 

most tranquil locations on the Lagos 

Island for those who want to get away 

from the hustle and bustle of Lagos life 

without necessarily leaving the aquatic city.

Visitors are offered African hospitality 

at its best at Inagbe Resort through 

warm reception, facilities and 

services offered by the management.

Situated amidst rich palm forest vegetation, 

this magnificent hotel on 174 hectares 

of land connotes peace and serenity 

complemented by its original atmosphere, 

the Le Meridien hotel and golf resort, in 

Akwa-Ibom state, fondly referred to as the 

pride of Uyo is another of Nigeria’s top resort.

Strategically built in the midst of palm 

trees on a 174 hectare of land, this upscale 

hotel is 17 km from Uyo, the capital of 

the state, and 23 km from the recently 

commissioned Godswill Akpabio Stadium. 

Facilities include Bright, modern rooms 

with balconies and free Wi-Fi feature flat-

screens, safes and minibars. Upgraded 

rooms and airy suites add sitting areas, 

while upgraded suites have living rooms. 

There are 2- to 3-bedroom cottages. Room 

service is provided just as breakfasts 

come at no cost at all to the lodgers.

Whether it is a romantic getaway for two 

or a round of golf on her challenging 

and breath-taking course, Le Meridien 

easily offers you one of the best 

hotel and golf resort options around

Next on our list is Kamp Ikare. Palm 

trees and resorts seem to have 

something in common especially in 

this part of the world. And here is why.

Kamp Ikare is also tucked away amongst 

luscious palm trees near clear blue 

waters and on warm sand. At Ikare, one 

promise is sure to be kept: there is a 

whole new world to explore. One of the first 

of its kind – KAMP Ikare is a spectacular 

retreat facility providing the best that 

Lagos beach life can offer. A nature 

lover’s haven, KAMP has a rustic ambience 

yet at the same time contains all the 

trimmings of a modern day resort. It has 

been carefully created to be versatile and 

adaptable to different needs and diverse 

palates. Its many changing faces have 

something to offer to everyone; from a 

spiritual sanctuary to a family break, a 

romantic getaway or a merry celebration, 

KAMP Ikare can be enjoyed by everyone. 

The Retreat is situated in a coastal village 

called Ikare, approximately 45 minutes 

by speed boat from Lagos mainland.

The resort has main communal beach 

house with 6 duplex cabins positioned 

around a swimming pool and just meters 

from the sea. Also you can spend the 

night in one their fully air-conditioned 

bungalow and it would feel just home.

What better way to wake up than 

to the sound of the ocean. A day or 

night at Kamp Ikare is the ideal way 

to get away without going too far.

Home cooked lunch (and breakfast 

if staying overnight) is included in 

the price. But you may have to find 

your own way there if they get busy.

kamp ikare
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epe resort lagos

green legacy resort abeokuta

The Epe resort is another big secret about 

Lagos which every fun lover must explore. 

When you think of comfort, greenery, 

nature, elegance, style and class, and 

in the same line, think of Epe Resort, you 

would be absolutely on point. Nestled in 

the lush green hillside of a tropical forest 

& bordering the popular Lekki Lagoon in 

Lagos, the commercial capital of West 

Africa, the resort showcases the cream 

of Nigerian culture while delivering the 

ultimate in personalized service, excellent 

cuisine, social style & business reliability. 

This luxurious retreat offers sanctuary 

to those who wish to rest their weary 

minds and rejuvenate their spirits. This is 

possible because of its strategic location, 

adjacent to various lagoons and amongst 

a lush indigenous forest in the state.

 At Epe resort, you are sure to find an 

ambience that is peaceful and contented. 

The air and the endless clear skies are 

compelling factors for you to go and relax 

and dream. It is no wonder then that fun 

seekers, lovers on honeymoon, highly 

successful business men and women 

and even government officials and 

captains of big industries bringing their 

partners to the country, favour the resort 

as a place to talk business and do leisure. 

What Epe Resort offers is the highest 

expression of exclusive hospitality 

where guests will enjoy world-class 

service, relaxation and comfort – thus 

ensuring an unforgettable experience.

Now that the secret has been unraveled, why 

not take a trip there on your next vacation

Nigeria’s Ex-President, Chief Olusegun 

Obasanjo is not just a man of immense 

power, wealth and influence, he also has 

taste. Established as the centerpiece of 

Obasanjo’s once controversial Olusegun 

Obasanjo Presidential Library is the very 

exquisite Green Legacy Resort located 

in Oke Mosan, Abeokuta, the capital 

city of Ogun State, South West Nigeria.

An internet search for the most popular 

resorts in Nigeria and the Green Resort is 

not likely to crop up too quickly. But the very 

smart fun seekers who love their privacy 

have embraced the Green Resort as their 

ideal getaway spot for relaxation and fun. 

With very reserved ambience, the resort 

boasts of a world class luxurious hotel 

with exquisite and tastefully furnished 

rooms and suits which come in four 

categories: Ambassadorial Suites, 

Superior Double Suites, Executive Double 

Suites, and Studio Executive Rom, all at 

fair prices with great customer service.

A foreign guest who goes by the Pseudonym 

FlyMe ToKatmandu in his review of the 

resort described the services as “very good 

by Nigerian standards.” He concluded by 

saying “overall a VERY good experience…

we will stay here again if ever in Abeokuta.”

Lush green vegetation, mountains, flowing 

waters, as well as colourful animals combine 

to make Legacy Green Resort one the most 

fascinating relaxation spots in the country.

TRAVELEXPERIENCES
...........................................................................................................

. . . . . . ...........................................................................

Williams O.’s Hilarious Experience in Germany

F
or Williams, a businessman and travel freak whose family lives in the United States, 

travel means “ seeing places, visiting friends that are living in other parts of the world, 

experiencing stuff we see in magazines, television, and most essentially, it is a time to 

roll with my family”. He adds jokingly; “I also travel to get away from the wahala of Nigeria o”

“My most memorable 

travel experience was as 

enjoyable as it was funny. It 

was when I went to Germany 

from Holland. I went to 

Germany basically because 

I wanted to experience 

the country beyond what I 

read in the newspapers or 

see on CNN and trust me, 

it was fun. I quickly made 

some new friends and we 

went to have fun at the pub. 

I had so much fun that I 

missed my return train. So 

I was left in the cold. That 

night was so cold that I felt 

I was going to die. My bones 

were practically freezing. 

At a point, I started crying. 

In my mind I was like 

“God, why should I come 

and die in a foreign land?”

To make matters worse, the 

few cabs that I managed to 

stop all had German drivers 

who couldn’t speak English. 

But God was merciful on my 

poor soul. Eventually, I met a 

white lady who understands 

English. She was the one 

who put me in a cab to 

my destination that night.

Since then, I have promised 

myself never to be carried 

away with catching fun, 

especially in non-English 

speaking countries.”

Williams has visited many 

countries especially in 

Europe, including United 

Kingdom, Holland, Germany, 

Belgium, Denmark, and 

France amongst others. 

And he dreams of visiting 

Australia, Malta and Canada 

very soon.

not take a trip there on your 

next vacation

“if I had the opportunity 

of coming from another 

country apart from Nigeria, 

I would chose to come 

from Canada. Canada is 

amazing. Kids are paid by 

the government until they 

are eighteen (18). Education 

gives you a lot of variety. 

You can be anything you 

want. Over there, every idea 

is a course. Moreover, the 

country promotes their 

history. Their children are 

exposed to the history of the 

country and as such, they 

have a healthy knowledge 

of where they come from. 

And of course, the country is 

beautiful, and offers many 

opportunities to its citizens.

MOST MEMORABLE TRAVEL EXPERIENCE

IF YOU WERE TO CHOSE TO COME FROM 
ANOTHER COUNTRY APART FROM NIGERIA ?
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VISITING

GERMANY?
E

ven if you can’t have a fluent conversation, natives 
the world over, love it when foreigners put the 
e!ort into learning a bit of their language. It shows 
respect and demonstrates that you truly want 

to reach out and connect with people while abroad.

Moreover, if you can express yourself in some basic 
German, you are less likely to be taken advantage 
of by taxi drivers, souvenir shops and waiters!

Here are some common 
German phrases to help make 
your stay an enjoyable one

Hallo!
Hello!

Guten Morgen!
Good Morning!

Guten Tag!
Good day!

Guten Abend!
Good Evening!

Ich heiße…
My name is…

Wie heißen Sie? 
What is your name? 

Wie geht’s?
How are you? 

Mir geht’s gut. 
I’m doing well. 

Mir geht’s nicht gut. 
I’m not doing well. 

ich komme aus…[den 
USA/Kanada/Australien/
Großbritannien]. 
I am from…[the USA/
Canada/Australia/Nigeria]. 

Wie lange sind Sie 
in [Deutschland/
Österreich/der Schweiz]? 
How long are you in 
[Germany/Austria/
Switzerland]? 

Ich bin da für [eine 
Woche/zwei Wochen/
drei Wochen]. 
I am here for [one week/
two weeks/three weeks]. 

Bis später!
See you later! 

Tschüß
Bye!

Haben Sie Andenken?
Do you have souvenirs? 

Verkaufen Sie…? 
Do you sell…?

Wie viel kostet das?
How much is that? 

Ich kann nur X Euro 
bezahlen.
I can only pay X euros. 

Ich habe nur X Euro 
dabei. 
I only have X euros with 
me.

Kann ich es für X Euro 
kaufen? 
Can I buy it for X euros? 

Haben Sie etwas 
Billigeres?
Do you have something 
cheaper? 

Haben Sie das in einer 
[kleinen/großen] Größe? 
Do you have that in a 
[smaller/bigger] size? 

Um wieviel Uhr [ö!net/
schließt] das Geschäft? 
What time does the shop 
[open/close]?

Was möchten Sie?
What would you like? 

Was suchen Sie? 
What are you looking for?

Darf ich mit Bargeld 
bezahlen? 
May I pay with cash? 

Darf ich mit Kreditkarte 
bezahlen?
May I pay with credit card?

For Shopping:Buying Stuff
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Einen Tisch für [zwei/
drei/vier], bitte. 
A table for [two/three/
four], please.

Ich habe einen Tisch 
reserviert. 
I reserved a table.

Kann ich bitte 
die [Speisekarte/
Weinkarte] sehen? 
Can I see the [menu/
wine list], please? 

Ich hätte gern…
I would like…

Was ist der 
Unterschied zwischen 
X und Y? 
What’s the di!erence 
between X and Y? 

Mit laktosefreier Milch, 
bitte.  
With lactose-free milk, 
please.

Ist das glutenfrei? 
Is that gluten-free?

Haben Sie 
vegetarisches Essen? 
Do you have vegetarian 
food? 

Ein Glas Wasser, bitte. 
A glass of water, please.
[Mit/ohne] Sprudel, bitte. 
[Sparkling/not sparkling], 
please. 

Ein Glas 
Leitungswasser, bitte. 
A glass of tap water, 
please. 

Herr Ober/Fräulein!
Waiter! / Waitress!

Die Rechnung, bitte. 
The check, please. 

Frühstück
Breakfast

Mittagessen
Lunch

Abendessen
Dinner

Zum Wohl!
Cheers!

Prost!
Cheers!

Guten Appetit! 
Enjoy your meal! 

Salz
Salt 

Pfe!er
Pepper

Zucker
Sugar

Scharf
Spicy 

Süß
Sweet

Sauer
Sour 

Serviette
Napkin 

Teller
Plate 

Gabel 
Fork

Lö!el
Spoon

Messer
Knife

Glas
Glass

Tasse
Cup

Noch eine, bitte!
Another one, please!

Wo ist die Toilette?
Where is the bathroom?

Herren/Männer
Men

Damen/Frauen
Women

What to Say at a Restaurant Darf ich eine Quittung 
haben, bitte? 
Can I have a receipt, 
please?

Wo?
Where?

Entschuldigung, wo 
ist…? 
Excuse  me, where is…?

In welcher Richtung ist X?
In what direction is X?   

Ist es in der Nähe? 
Is it nearby?

Ist es weit weg? 
Is it far away?

Wo ist der [Eingang/
Ausgang]? 
Where is the [entrance/
exit]? 

Bringen Sie mich bitte 
zu dieser Adresse. 
Please bring me to this 
address. 

Zum Stadtzentrum, bitte.
To the city center, please.   

Zum Bahnhof, bitte.
To the train station, please. 

Zum Flughafen, bitte.
To the airport, please. 

Es ist da. / Da ist es.
It’s there. / There it is. 

Um die Ecke
Around the corner

Nach links
To the left 

Nach rechts
To the right

Geradeaus
Straight ahead 

Oben
Upstairs 

Unten
Downstairs 

Zurück
Back 

Halten Sie bitte hier an. 
Please stop here. 

Nord
North 

Süd
South

Ost
East 

West
West 
 

Giving and Asking for 
Directions in German
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We set the true standard...

ERATA          HOTEL

Loc: Ouagadougou Avenue, Okpnglo, East Legon-Accra / P. O. Box GP 8949, Accra

Tel: #233 - 54 433676 / #233 26 3003927 / 0572 717590

www.eratahotel.com/ Email: info@eratahotel.com / eratahotel@hotmail.com



Important Public 
Transportation Expressions

Wo ist die Bushaltestelle?
Where is the bus stop?

Wo ist die U-Bahn? 
Where is the underground 
train (subway/metro)?

Wie viel kostet eine 
Fahrkarte nach X?
How much is a ticket to X? 

Fährt dieser Zug nach…? 
Does this train go to…?

Wohin fährt dieser Bus? 
To where does this bus 
go?

Darf ich bitte einen 
Stadtplan haben? 
May I have a city map 
please? 

Darf ich bitte einen 
U-Bahnplan haben? 
May I have a underground 
train map, please? 

Können Sie mir das auf 
der Karte zeigen?
Can you show me on the 
map?   

Muss ich umsteigen? 
Do I have to change?

Ich habe eine 
Reservierung. 
I have a reservation. 

Haben Sie noch ein 
Zimmer frei?
Do you have a free room? 

Können Sie mir 
ein anderes Hotel 
empfehlen? 
Can you recommend 
another hotel? 

Ich hätte gern ein 
Zimmer. 
I would like a room. 

Ich bleibe [eine Nacht/
zwei Nächte/drei 
Nächte]. 
I am staying [one night/
two nights/three nights]. 

Ist Frühstück inklusiv? 
Is breakfast included? 

Können Sie mich um X 
Uhr wecken?
Can you wake me up at X 
o’clock?   

Zimmerdienst
Room service 

Dusche
Shower 

Einzelzimmer
Single room

Klimaanlage
Air conditioning 

Schlüssel
Key 

Um wie viel Uhr muss 
man auschecken? 
What time is check out?

Vocabulary for Hotel 
Check-In and Check-Out

Running Around Town: 
Important City Vocabulary

Want to send your friend a postcard from Basel? 
Tired of spending money at expensive restaurants 
in Hamburg? Need to get some cash? No matter 
where you are in the world, you will eventually 
have to run an errand. Below are a couple of places 
around town you might need to visit during your trip.

Wo ist die Bank?
Where is the bank?   

Ist die Post im 
Stadtzentrum? 
Is the post o!ce in the city 
center? 

Wo ist der beste 
Supermarkt? 
Where is the best 
supermarket? 

Wo ist die leckerste 
Bäckerei?
Where is the yummiest 
bakery? 

Wo ist die nächste 
Tankstelle? 
Where is the nearest gas 
station?

Ist der Bahnhof neben 
dem Fluss?
Is the train station next to 
the river?
 
Ist der Flughafen weit 
weg? 
Is the airport far away?

Ich verstehe nicht. 

I don’t understand.

Können Sie das bitte 
wiederholen?

Can you repeat that 
please?

Sprechen Sie Englisch? 

Do you speak English?

Ich spreche nur ein wenig 
Deutsch. 

I only speak a little 
German.

Können Sie das 
übersetzen? 

Can you translate that 
please?

trip!

If you do your homework, you may find that 
you may not need the following expressions. 
However, if you want to be on the safe side, 
here are some useful expressions for when that 
Swiss man starts going o" in rapid German. 

Just in Case: Saying You Don’t Understand 

Wow! That felt like a lot of phrases. If you are still new to German language 
learning, you may be feeling a bit overwhelmed – this list does present you 
with lots of vocabulary. However, once you get a grasp of basic German 
grammar and vocabulary, it should be no problem at all to commit these 

phrases to memory. Try practicing some of these phrases out loud to get your pronunciation 
right before leaving on your travels. If you’re a total procrastinator, take this list with you to 
practice on the plane. Before we part ways, there’s one final travel phrase you need to know:

Gute Reise! Have a good

Können Sie das 
bitte wiederholen?
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S
urprised that 
a fish made 
the top of 
the list? Wait 
till you read 
this: if it 
attacks, the 
sting from 

this jellyfish immediately 
immobilizes you, paralyzes 
your nerves and within 
minutes, can lead to death. 
The Box Jellyfish is a 
cnidarians invertebrate that 
produces extremely potent 
venom.  They are usually 
found in northern Australia 
during the warmer months 
exactly when you want to 
swim. country in dare need 
of young blood in leadership 
positions.

A U S T R A L I A  W I L D L I F E :  A  C O M P E L L I N G  R E A S O N  T O  V I S I T  O R  N O T  T O  V I S I T

A 
ccording to 
the Australian 
M u s e u m , 
the eastern 
b r o w n 
snake’s bite 
can initially 
be painless 

and difficult to detect. Yet if 
bitten, you will need medical 
attention straightaway. Its 
venom can result in eventual 
paralysis and uncontrollable 
bleeding. This is exactly 
why it is the second most 
dangerous native Australian 
animal on our list. The species 
is found all over Australia and 
is likely responsible for the 
most snake bite fatalities in 
the country.
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AUSTRALIA
A

ustralia, a country which doubles as a continent is renowned for its wildlife. From the colourfully fascinating to the downright scary, the land surrounded by 

the Indian and Pacific Oceans has animals in variety. Australia boasts of more than 378 mammal species, 828 bird species, 4000 fish species, 300 species 

of lizards, 140 snake species, two crocodile species and around 50 types of marine animals and that is one of the reasons why the country is one of the 

most visited destinations in the world for those who love animals.

Infact, more than 80 percent of the plants and animals in the country are unique to it and found nowhere else. Listed among the cutest and/or most fascinating 

animals in the world are native Australian wildlife like the wombat, koala, tree climbing roos, wallaby, the Quokka (regarded as the happiest animal in the world), 

kangaroos, seals, the sea lions, the parrotfish, the blue ringed octopus, and many beautiful birds.

These regardless, Australia has on a larger scale, acquired a very bad reputation as one of the riskiest countries to visit, because of her many dangerous and 

extremely deadly animals.  
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L 
iving in northern 
A u s t r a l i a , 
s a l t w a t e r 
crocodiles can 
be found in 
the ocean, but 
they are more 
likely to be in 

estuaries, and occasionally, 
freshwater. They aren’t shy to 
viciously attack unsuspecting 
people, therefore, as a tourist; 
you should take cautionary 
signs placed visibly in areas 
around its habitat very 
seriously.
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T 
he Blue-Ringed 
Octopus is 
one of the 
world’s most 
v e n o m o u s 
m a r i n e 
a n i m a l s . 
Despite their 

small size, 12 to 20 cm (5 to 
8 in), and relatively docile 
nature, they are dangerous 
to humans if provoked 
and handled, because 
their venom is powerful 
enough to kill humans. They 
are normally brown and 
innocuous looking, but when 
disturbed, iridescent blue 
lines and rings appear.

Almost all bites have occurred 
when the octopus was picked 
up and taken out of the water, 
therefore, you are advised 
not to touch them and you’ll 
be fine.

T 
he coastal 
taipan, also 
known as 
c o m m o n 
taipan is 
specie of 
large highly 
v e n o m o u s 

snakes of the Elapidae. It 
is the largest venomous 
snake found in Australia 
with its venom rated as 
the 3rd most toxic in the 
world, only surpassed by 
those of the inland Taipan 
and Eastern Brown, which 
are also Australian snakes. 
The snake uses abandoned 
animal burrows, hollow logs, 
and piles of vegetation and 
litter, as shelters. So if you 
find yourself in Australia, you 
may need to be weary of the 
aforementioned places.

So, which would you rather 
do? To go or not to go to 
Australia?
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Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens 

Adelaide Hills 
South Australia

PUT ON YOUR HIKING BOOTS, GRAB YOUR WALKING STICK 
AND ENJOY THESE UNIQUE GARDENS.

BY DEBBIE THWAITES

H
ave you ever walked down a really steep mountain 
knowing in about thirty minutes you are going to 
have to climb all the way back to the top?  Well I 
have, at Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens in the hills of 
Adelaide, South Australia. And believe it or not, it 

was well worth it.

Entrance to the Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens is free and it 
could easily be a full day’s activity as the gardens cover 
ninety-seven hectares.

I was there in June when the autumn foliage was in all 
its glory and the views of the Adelaide Hills, from several 
vantage points along the route were spectacular.  

I was lucky enough to catch the end of the rhododendrons 
flowering as the path to the bottom was lined with these 
bright beautiful flowering shrubs. 

I think at this point it is important to mention I am no 
spring chicken and with every step we took down the steep 
slope to the main lake, my heart sank as I realized it was 
one more step I would have to make climbing back up.

Eventually we reached a clearing with a bandstand where 
my grandson Omri, who is a toddler had been confined 
to his stroller was let loose and proceeded to examine 
every sprinkler head and piece of paper in sight, studiously 

ignoring all the greenery.  

We strolled round the bandstand and then spotted some 
of the local wildlife, grey kangaroos.  What a treat!  The 
kangaroos were by no means tame and kept their distance, 
much to Omri’s relief.

Once we reached the beautiful lake at the foot of the 
mountain, that has some interesting contemporary statues, 
we realized we had exactly thirty minutes to get back to the 
top of the mountain!  And so the long haul began.  

I decided that being on the wrong side of sixty I was not 
going to be intimated by the much younger members of my 
family and so decided to “enjoy” the strenuous climb back 
up by really “taking in” the flora.

Along the way I enjoyed the glorious Magnolias and various 
varieties of deciduous and evergreen trees in the woodland 
garden that offered interesting shapes and textures.

A few shortcuts across the green lawn and we were soon 
back at the car park, no worse for wear albeit stripped to my 
final layer of clothing!

Mount Lofty Botanic Gardens might not be on the radar of 
every tourist, but if you’re in Adelaide and on your way to 
the vineyards in the Hills I would strongly recommend that 
you take some time off and postpone your desire to taste 
some really yummy wine and pop in the gardens, you won’t 
be sorry.



TOURISMACTIVE

A
ctive tourism is a 

unique form of tourism 

that combines a bit 

of physical activity, 

cultural exchange and 

engagement with Nature and mostly 

getting people to step out of their 

comfort zone, like walking in a Reserve 

like Lekki Conservation Zone here in 

Lagos, bird watching cycling or a zumba 

dance on the beach. It is safe and 

without excessive physical demand.

Basically the idea for Active tourism 

is to encourage people stay fit while 

enjoying the beauty of tourism, a lot 

of career people hardly get the time 

for quality exercise due to the nature of 

their jobs like the bankers, when you 

think of the hours spent in a typical 

lagos rush hours, hours spent behind 

their desk and the journey back 

home, then imagine this day in day 

out and how it a!ect the individual’s 

health Active tourism is rewarding 

for the spirit ad mind, a few hours of 

walking or zumba dance at the beach 

with the ambiance surely will help 

to rejuvenate the body and general 

wellbeing. So, we have decided to 

introduce this to the corporate sectors, 

and individuals and help people who 

can’t get to the gym. An example 

of Active tourism includes walking, 

biking, bird watching, and zumba.

YOUR HEALTH IS IMPORTANT
If you can answer these 
Questions, then this article 
is for you.
1. How many hours a week do 
you work?
2. How many hours of sleep 
do you get?
3. How many hours a week do 
you commute? (in and out).
4. How many hours do you sit 
at your desk on the average?
5. How much exercise do you 
get?
6. Can you spare 2 hours for 
Active Tourism?
7. When was the last time you 
checked your blood pressure? 

‘When wealth is lost, nothing is lost; when health is lost, 
something is lost; when character is lost, all is lost.

- Billy Graham

ACTIVE  TOURISM IS BETTER

THESE ARE THE REASONS WHY

1.  A wide range of people can join
2.  It’s easily done by first timers
3.  Less physical output is required 
4.  Risks are generally lower 
5. Tours may vary in length.

Active tourism is a fast growing area of 
tourism you need to take part in. A typical 

example is having a Zumba session for like an 
hour at a resort or destination and then take 

a tour of the destination.”

TAKE FIVE
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World Airlines 
With the Best 

Wine Lists

O
ne of the small but significant luxuries of flying—even in coach—is that you can always get 
a great glass of wine. And that I bet is a happy surprise, something to take your mind off 
the fact that you’re in a metal tube hurtling through the sky some 35,000 feet in the air.

Sometimes, it could be that you’re just using the wine to steady your nerves, especially 
if you are flying for the very first time. At other times, it could be the case that you 
want to enjoy the luxury that comes with your money to the fullest. Whichever the 
case may be, the quality of wine matters in the air just as it does on the ground. 

From Taittinger champagne to 40-year-old tawny ports, the wines offered on board the 
world’s top airlines are reaching completely new heights. But which carriers are doing wine programs best? 
Haven surveyed the current (and in some cases very recent) offerings from many of the major airlines to 
figure out what the best options are on each, we present to you the results of the findings which is guaranteed 
to surprise you.   As a caveat, remember that not every wine is available on every flight; some selections 
are route-based. So lie back, fasten your seatbelt, read on—and feel free to uncork a nice wine as you go. 
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Emirates
Though their business class wine 
list varies by route and regularly 
changes to complement the 
chef’s latest menu, passengers 
can expect a beautifully curated 
selection of old and new world 
wines from both large and small 
producers across the globe. This 
fall, on outbound flights to New York 
from Doha, Dubai, and Abu Dhabi, 
passengers will enjoy complex 
white blends like the Gerard 
Bertrand Cigalus 2013; crisp, 
floral sauvignon blancs like the 
Saint Michael-Eppan Sauvignon 
Lahn 2014; and powerful reds like 
the Couvent des Jacobins Saint-
Emilion Grand Cru 2006. 

Speaking about Emirates, Alex 
Berlingeri, the beverage director 
at New York Sant Ambroeus 
Sant Ambroeus,  Casa Lever, 
Felice, and Regency Bar & Grill  
said : “Emirates’ wine list is very 
focused, well-balanced, and 
really goes after quality in the 
bottle versus the marketing factor,” 

Singapore Airlines
Singapore Airlines is next on 
the list with top-notch wines on 
their flight and here is why you 
shouldn’t be surprised: Singapore 
Airline’s wine list is curated by not 
one but three wine consultants—
including Master of Wine Jeannie 
Cho Lee—who collectively 
test over 1,600 bottles a year.  
Business class passengers can 
expect to enjoy everything from 
Taittinger Prelude Grands Crus 
Champagne, to vibrant reds like 
the ripe and plummy 2012 Mr. 
Riggs “The Gaffer” Shiraz from 
South Australia. First and “Suites” 
classes are famous for their 
champagne selection, which 
includes Dom Perignon and 
Krug Grand Cuvée in tandem. 

“Singapore Airlines offers the 
best variety and really covers 
all of the bases,” says Vinebox 
wine club founder and CEO Matt 
Dukes, who studied traditional 
winemaking in Bordeaux. “I like 
the Balthasar Ress Riesling and 
2012 Cambria Santa Maria Valley 
Chardonnay. And I love the tawny 
port: post dinner, after a bit of 
work or a movie, it’s exactly what 
I want before my in-flight nap.”

American Airlines
American Airlines’  award-winning 
wine program was recently 
revamped with the help of wine 
consultant Ken Chase, who tasted 
his way through nearly 5,000 
different varietals to develop the 
carrier’s impressive new wine 
list. Now, of America’s domestic 
carriers with global reach, 
American Airlines has the best 
options in Economy for purchase 
when you look across all their 
routes. For example: Noble Vines 
667 Pinot Noir from the Monterey 
region of California is a pretty 
serious glass of wine for a middle 
seat in the Main Cabin. Fantastic 
anyday!

Flagstone Noon Gun, a complex 
blend of Chenin Blanc, Sauvignon 
Blanc and Viognier hailing from 
the Western Cape area of South 
Africa reigns supreme in the 

Sometimes, 
it could be 
that you’re 
just using 
the wine 
to steady 

your nerves, 
especially if 

you are flying 
for the very 
first time.”

Airline’s Business. Obviously, 
it beats the first in taste and 
class. Check it out especially on 
the flight from Dallas to Hawaii.

In first class, American steps 
it up with bubbly, and serves 
vintage Champagne from the 
great house Louis Roederer—the 
people who make the world-
famously bling-y Cristal. Roederer 
is known for elegant, balanced 
Champagne, and the vintages 
are super sought-after—Even 
the guys in Economy cannot 
stop salivating about this wine. 

PLACE AD HERE
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Qatar Airways
Quatar Airways boasts of some 
of the world’s most sough-after 
wines in its arsenal: Taittinger 
rosé champagne, a 2007 Château 
Monbousquet Saint-Emilion 
Grand Cru, and a 1974 Kopke 
tawny port from Portugal’s Douro 
Valley. Qatar Airways takes its 
wine seriously: in 2014, the Doha-
based carrier hired Master of 
Wine James Cluer to climb atop 
19,331-foot Mount Kilimanjaro 
armed with nine bottles of wine, 
in order to learn how altitude 
affects their taste. Not surprisingly, 
all three made the cut and can 
be enjoyed on flights this fall.

“The St Hallett Faith Barossa 
Valley Shiraz 2011 and Bouchard 
Père et Fils Beaune du Château 
2010 are both good wines,” adds 
Berlingeri of Qatar’s selection. “But 
the Taittinger rosé is my favorite.”

“Qatar’s list is stunning—you 
can’t go wrong,” concurs Dukes. 
“But for me, the standout is the 
Château Monbousquet Saint-
Emilion Grand Cru. Then again, 
I lived about 30 minutes away 
from the lovely Saint-Emilion, so 
there may be a bit of bias there.”

Etihad Airways
Coker, an irredeemable travel 
and wine enthusiast once 
said of Etihad Airway’s wine as 
being “well-rounded but not 
obvious, with lots of familiar 
varieties, but not from the 
expected big-name commercial 
producers, which is awesome,” 

Etihad’s wine program, curated by 
a team of independently-qualified 
sommeliers, varies per route 
and is widely lauded for favoring 
lesser-known boutique estates 
from around the world. Should 
you need help deciding between 
the Brancott Sauvignon Blanc 
from Marlborough, New Zealand 
or the Grauer Burgunder Trocken 
from Rheinhessen, Germany, 
there are in-flight beverage 
managers on hand to assist.

“I’m particularly excited about the 
Chenin Blanc from Cederberg 
Private Cellar—it’s a crisp, 
high-acid white that will turn 
Sauvignon Blanc lovers onto 
this variety.” Coker continued.

So, looking for a motivation to fly 
any of these airlines when next you 
want to travel, you got it right here!

the Best 

Wine Lists
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{ RARE IMAGES } ...from around the world. 


